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Epping Forest District Council 
 
By email: dhaslam@eppingforestdc.gov.uk 
 
16th May 2019 
 
Dear Mr Haslam, 
 
Nurturing Growth Report 
 
This strategy, if implemented, will create a significant adverse Environmental Climate Impact upon the residents 
of Epping Forest District. The report is completely at odds with the Local Plan and seems to demonstrate a lack of 
understanding of the Glasshouse industry and how local plan policies will impact upon local residents. 
 
It may be politically popular to promote a reduction in the Glasshouse area amongst residents who may have 
adverse and incorrect perceptions of the industry, however, the counterproductive consequence of such a policy 
will be a detrimental environmental and quality of life impact upon local residents.   
 
The Councils Local Plan strategy of bulldozing around 20% of Glasshouses in the district, concreting over 
Greenbelt and replacing it with housing will result in additional food importation from other areas of Britain and 
abroad. 
 
This will result in significant additional HGV traffic in villages such as Nazeing & Roydon and towns such as 
Waltham Abbey and Waltham Cross. Additional food miles from produce importation will increase the local and 
Global Carbon Footprint adversely affecting climate change.  
 
The Association were not consulted about this report, which, is surprising considering its representation of around 
95% of growers in the Lea Valley. 
 
The Association regret the council’s approach of focusing their efforts outside of the Epping Forest District, which, 
will have a detrimental impact upon growers in the district. 
 
The Association accepts that its remit of supporting & Promoting local food production and the environmental 
benefits associated with it are incompatible with the Council’s approach of creating opportunities for property 
developers at the expense of growers. 
 
However, the report states that “The backbone of the local economy are micro and small businesses”. 
Which describes the majority of Lea Valley Growers. 
 

 Key Priorities  
 
Meeting the skills challenge together 
 
The report states “To support their ability to access the best jobs” The Association confirm that the vast 
majority of manual roles within glasshouse Horticulture cannot be described as “the best jobs” as promoted by 
the current education system. 
 
We would therefore suggest that the council support the attraction & retention of Horticulture roles through 
planning policy for on site Nursery workers accommodation. 
 
This is even more pertinent as the report goes on to say “Figures produced by the South East Local 
Enterprise Partnership confirm that our district has some of the least affordable (Housing) of all the areas 
it covers”. 
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The report goes on to say:  
 
“This is matched by the wish of growers to expand in the traditional areas of production such as the Lee 
Valley”. 
 

 Helping Rural areas thrive 
 

The Association are keen to understand the substance behind the statement “Sensitive introduction of new 
opportunities in Agriculture” 
 

 Key Aspects of the District Economy 
 
Infrastructure & Transport 
 
The report states “The Local plan sets out the allocation of 23 ha of new employment sites and supports 
the protection and enhancement of existing employment sites”.  
 
The Association question the validity of this statement when the local plan is removing all existing E13 allocations 
in Glasshouse areas in favour of a criteria based system. 
 

 Growing our food sector 
 
The Association question the accuracy and the source of the statements “An estimated 2,000 local jobs are 
connected to the sector”. And “which produces a potential till value of over £1billion per year”. 
 
The report also states “The glasshouse Industry is one of the few whose business operations are 
compatible with the Green Belt and is supported through the policies in the local plan”. 
 
Again the Association question the validity of this statement as the new Local Plan will no longer include any 

allocated or designated sites for horticultural development in the Lea Valley, as did the predecessor policy E13, 

which, is being removed. 

This will disadvantage Lea Valley Growers over their competitors in other areas of the UK. 
 
Currently fresh produce is generally collected from Glasshouse nurseries by lighter commercial vehicles and 
transported to local pack houses with minimal impact upon the environment. 
 
Bulldozing acres of local glasshouses, will result in significant increase in Food importation and therefore 
significant additional HGV movements of Goods into the District from other parts of Britain and abroad. 
 
The latest Essex Highways traffic survey of HGV movement in Nazeing recorded less than 10% of HGV 
movements associated with the Glasshouse Nursery industry. 
 
The Association has worked with Essex Highways for additional road signage stating “Salad Packhouses” on 
routes into Nazeing & Roydon in order to prevent the misdirection of HGV’s into Roydon Village, 
 
The signs are now installed and will assist with the expected increase in HGV’s carrying imported produce if the 
Local plan strategy of reducing the acreage of Glasshouses within the district is adopted. 
 
This adversely impacts significantly on local villages and increase the local and Global Carbon Footprint through 
increased food miles.  
 
The report states “Food from Glasshouses is produced without subsidy and at a profit”.  
 
The Association question the substance & validity of this statement. 
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 Potential Actions 
 
“Set up a Strategic Food Board for the Southeast with central government to devise a new integrated 
policy, including planning and skills and workforce, to enable and financially support glasshouse 
growth”. 
 
The Association question the Councils wish to use their valuable limited resources assisting businesses outside 
of the district to the disadvantage of Lea Valley growers by setting up an additional body covering the South East. 
 
The National Farmers Union are an established body representing growers with Central government in addition to 
the statutory Levy Board (AHDB) to whom the growers pay an annual percentage of their revenue. 
 
The Association suggest that the Councils time & limited resources would be better spent assisting local growers 
in the district by supporting them through local policies and the planning system. 
 
Growers requested the implementation of Food Enterprise Zones several years ago to encourage investment & 
development, which, were declined by the council. 
 
“Implement the policies of the local plan to support the Food sector” 
 
The combination of an absence of any allocated or designated sites, The Bulldozing of 20% of Epping Forest 
Glasshouses, Land locking existing Nurseries, together with a list of erroneous policy criteria (E3) would arguably 
make it more difficult to get planning permission to build glasshouses in Epping Forest District than any other area 
of Britain.  
 
The policies relating to glasshouse development contained within the local plan are not supportive to the Lea 
Valley Glasshouse Industry and will adversely impact upon the local and global environment by increasing HGV 
traffic and the Carbon Footprint through additional food miles. 
 
“Build closer links between research institutions and the industry to further expand innovation and 
efficiency, reduce carbon impact and build food knowledge to rival Holland”. 
   
The small percentage of growers who can afford Research & Development already do so in collaboration with 
local universities and local research institutes such as Writtle University College and the University of 
Hertfordshire, the majority of growers who cannot, contribute an annual statutory levy towards R&D.  
 
The Association question the District Councils wish to spend their time and resources duplicating the work of the 
Statutory Levy Board, The National Farmers Union, The South East LEP, The Lea Valley Growers’ Association 
and various Crop Associations to name but a few. 
 
Promoting expansion away from the Lea Valley will in fact increase the carbon footprint of Lea Valley Businesses 
and affect Climate Change due to increased transportation and food miles.  
 
“Work with neighbouring Councils to find sites for expansion of the glasshouse industry, around 
traditional areas”. 
 
The Association would be interested to understand the substance behind the statement considering the traditional 
glasshouse areas are within Epping Forest District. 
 
The consequences of reducing the glasshouse area in Epping Forest District, whether intended or not, are an 
increase in Food importation resulting in more HGV movements, Increased food miles and an adverse impact 
upon local and global climate change. 
 
The Association consider this report ill-conceived, poorly researched and counterproductive, the impacts of which 
will adversely affect the quality of life for the residents of the Lea Valley Villages & Towns. 
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